
 

Climate not to blame for African civil wars

   
   

   
Abstract:

Vocal actors within policy and practice contend that environmental variability and shocks, such as drought
and prolonged heat waves, drive civil wars in Africa. Recently, a widely publicized scientific article appears
to substantiate this claim. This paper investigates the empirical foundation for the claimed relationship in
detail. Using a host of different model specifications and alternative measures of drought, heat, and civil war,
the paper concludes that climate variability is a poor predictor of armed conflict. Instead, African civil wars
can be explained by generic structural and contextual conditions: prevalent ethno-political exclusion, poor
national economy, and the collapse of the Cold War system. 

Source: Ask your librarian to help locate this item.   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Human Conflict/Displacement, Precipitation, Temperature

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Africa

African Region/Country: African Region

Other African Region: sub-saharan

Health Impact:  

Author(s): Buhaug H
Year: 2010
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specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Exposure Change Prediction

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Short-Term ( 

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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